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of Europe formed about 21*0 per cent, of the population of the
world, whereas in 1900 it formed about 26*3 per cent. Europe
has thus become from this point of view relatively more impor-
tant. When we rememberthat during this periodthere has been
a great migration of Europeans to countries overseas, it is clear
that the last two centuries may be regarded as having witnessed
a vast expansion of Europe.

This expansion has not been equally shared by all the consti-
tuent countries of the continent. There is no country the popu-
lation of which has not shown a large increase. Thus in France,
where the rate of increase was lowest during the century, the
population increased 45 per cent, between 1800 and 1900.
The other countries which increased less than 100 per cent,
were: Austria-Hungary, Switzerland, Italy, Spain, and Portugal.
Russia showed the largest increase, namely 189 per cent,, and
Great Britain and Ireland stood high in the list with 155 per
cent, increase. As a result of these different rates of increase
some countries have gained and some have lost relatively to
others. These changes are illustrated in Table 4, which is
taken from the work by Sundbarg already mentioned.

When interpreting Table 4 it should be understood that
the areas of the countries are those which they had in 1900.
The changes are therefore not due to territorial adjustments.
The decline in the relative importance of some countries is very
marked; thus France had over 14 per cent, of the population of
the continent in 1800 and under 10 per cent, in 1900. Russia
has gained most, while Great Britain and Ireland rose from
under 9 per cent, to over 10.5 per cent. The last lines on the
Table are designed to show how the various quarters of the
continent have fared. By eastern Europe is meant Russia,
Hungary, Galicia, Bukovina, Bosnia, Herzegovina, and the
Balkan States; western Europe is divided into two parts, the
south-western including France, Italy, Spain, and Portugal. It
will be seen that eastern Europe has gained at the expense of
western Europe, and that of two constituent parts of western
Europe the north-west has gained at the expense of the south-
west.